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Thoughts From
Father Ralph

The falling leaves, the shorter days, the
cooling temperatures€all reminders
that time is marching on and we are
approaching the completion of another
year. The coming of Thanksgiving
adds a very joyful touch to what could
otherwise be a bit of a melancholy time.
Donft let Thanksgiving be just one day
when the family gets together and has a
wonderful meal! Use this whole month
of November as a time to really count
your blessings, day after day, and build
to a grateful crescendo on Thanksgiving
Day. Sometimes making the effort to
write down your blessings T making

a list just for yourself T can be a very
rewarding activity. After all, problems and
difyculties often occupy our minds and
cause us to ignore or forget all the good
things. Letés allow the good things to take
center stage this month and really be a
thankful people.

Happy Thanksgiving!

Fr. Ralph

REFLECTION

Not what we say about our
blessings, but how we use them,
is the true measure of our
thanksgiving.

~W.T. Purkiser
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Happy Fall! Here we are, back up and running full steam ahead! 1 know for
many of you, AChrist Child crazinesso has begun as many of our programs
seem to be working overtime. The bulk uniform orders have been ylled and
now the committee is handling individual requests for the day to day needs

of families. Hundreds of winter coats have been sorted and distributed. All
school libraries are operating, volunteers sharing their love of books and
learning with some very eager readers. To those chairman and all of their many
volunteers, THANK YOU!

At the end of September, Jean Canestraro, Paula Conrad and | attended
the National Christ Child Conference in Bethesda, Maryland. Mary Graves,
President Elect of National, planned the conference. A summary of the
Conference activities appears later in this newsletter. Please take a minute to
read it and let me know if you have any comments or questions. As stated in
my Conference recap, | was so pleased, and know you would be too, at all the
support we have available at the National level.

As we have taken on the challenge of developing a strategic plan for our future,
it was encouraging to learn that other Chapters across the country are taking

on similar challenges. With that in mind, please note Kathy Nelsonds report

in this newsletter and give serious consideration to serving on a task force
committee. Your input is essential to the success of this endeavor! In addition,
| ask that each and every one of you realize that while any change resulting
from this plan may be a bit painful, the continued success of this organization
depends on moving forward in an ever evolving society while staying true to
our mission statement T To foster a personal love for Christ expressing itself in
service for needy children regardless of race, color, or creed.

Take care,
Mary Jo
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