CHAPTER AND VERSE

MESSAGE FROM OUR PRESIDENT
Happy New Year! I hope all of you enjoyed a wonderful Christmas. The hustle and bustle
of the last few months is behind us and it is time to take a deep breath and regroup.
We had a beautiful Starlight Ball, thanks to Cathy Caruso and Stephanie West and a
very hard working committee of dedicated members. Our Cash, Coins and Covers for
Kids for the Christ Child National Day of Service was a great success and we are grateful
to Carol Janas and Sue Simon for organizing the day, and to Rose Dziak and Lorene
Varley
The new year brings with it a fresh start and hope for the coming year. In this month’s
bring a wealth of talent and dedication to our chapter and we are lucky to have them
intimidating to step up to the Executive Board, but the support of all of our dedicated
members makes the jobs easier. As you know, there are many chairman positions that
chapter by taking on a leadership position. Past chairmen are more than willing to assist
in bringing their replacements on board, and the next 6 months would be a perfect to

Janie Nickodem

REFLECTING WITH FATHER RALPH
A fresh start is always a good thing! The beginning of the year always provides that for us whether we want it or not! There just may
be a good lesson in that for all of us: to provide a fresh start for those around us even without waiting for them to ask for it. Doing
such a thing can take a load off our minds while at the same time provide a welcome and unexpected gift to good friends as well as

2017 DATES TO REMEMBER
...................................................................................
Provisional Information Coffee .............................................................................................................................
....................................................................................
“Nothing is ever too much to do for a child.”

President: Cathy Caruso

Financial Secretary: Meg Kearns

President-Elect: Mary Herrick

Recording Secretary: Sue Simon

Service Vice President: Liz Niehaus

Corresponding Secretary: JoAnn Lamb

Organization Vice President: Carol Janas
On behalf of the Christ Child Society and the Nominating Committee, we thank you for your dedication to the
Donna Kelly, Arlene McNamara, Susan Smith
Nominating Committee

Lorene Varley

Budget Information
Having come off that last 6 months where we were looking to
Angels for Christ Child campaign, it might seem like we are
always asking for money. Some might wonder why we need
more revenue when it seems we have so much in reserve.

only for Layettes. If we didn’t raise any other money in a year,
our Layette program could continue as it is for about 6 years.
account after accounting for what will need to be spent on
programs for the year. In addition, there were also bills that
need to be paid for the Starlight Ball. That seems like a lot of
raise additional funds, we would run out of funding for our
keep at least one year’s worth of funding in reserve.
So, although it seems like we have a lot of money, it costs a

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact Janie
Nickodem or Cathy Caruso.

Provisional Informational Coffee

Budget expenses for 2017-18
Administration: ........................................................................
National CCS Dues: ................................................................
NCCS Convention: ....................................................................
Uniforms: .....................................................................................
........................................................................................
........................................................
Layettes: .......................................................................................
............................................................................
......................................................................
................................................................................
................................................................................
Head Start Early Literacy: .......................................................
Provisionals:..................................................................................
...................................................................................
Communications: .......................................................................
..........................................................................
Total: .......................................................................$294,450

Read to Me: Make a Difference Day

Our Informational Coffee for perspective new members of the

we are always looking for new faces to help us in our mission
to serve needy children. Please email either Jane Donovan
or Carol Janas the names and addresses of friends and family
who may be interested in joining us. Invitations will be mailed

was donated. This money will be used to purchase books for
the Head Start Early Literacy Program at Parkview Elementary
School in Parma.
Any additional funds will be used to
Thank you to all for making this day of service a huge success.

, we celebrated our 66th Annual Starlight Ball at the Hilton Cleveland Downtown. We came
together once again in hope of the Christ Child’s blessings and in support for our mission to serve children
in need.
nd

complimented us and encouraged us in mission and took time to greet and meet many of our members
and friends.
Once again Betsy Kling, WKYC meteorologist, graciously hosted our event. She announced the winners of

Susan Ferraro Smith. The Tag Heuer

Cathy Caruso and Stephanie West

Susan Ferraro Smith
Winner of the diamond bracelet

Abby Gonnella
Winner of the Tag Heuer watch
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Remembrance/Endowment Report
Memory

Edith Barry

of CCS members or their immediate family members.
Christ Child Society of Cleveland

Grace Nystorm

Attn: Abby Sammon

Edward Sedlock
Sharon Wilson

Honor

living and deceased, and for their families.

In Our Thoughts

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES
January - March 2018
Layette Packing
distribution only

Highland Heights Sewing Group
Contact: Patty Welsh

The HeadStart Early Literacy Program

Contact: Sue Simon or Marlene Suchma

Contact: Donna Kelly

Independence Sewing Group

Euclid –St. John of the Cross
Sewing Group

No sewing in January
Contact: Laura Cengic

Contact: Irene Fitzgerald

Contact: Andrea Dean

Merrick House Pre-School
Reading Enrichment

St. Rocco Library

Contact: Kathy Yoakum

Showcase

Grandmothers’ Program
Merrick House
Note: Volunteers must wear socks.
Contact: Kathy Yoakum
Heights-St. Dominic Sewing Group
Contact: Irene Chalko

6

“My Stuff” Packing

Contact: Rose Dziak

St. Francis Library

NOTE: Day change from Mon. to Wed.
Contact: Paula Conrad

Contact: Joan McAuliffe
*Contact information can be
found in our Chapter roster.

Provisional Installation Mass & Legacy Luncheon
Wednesday, March 21, 2018

A DOUBLE CELEBRATION
Provisional Installation Mass

Legacy Luncheon
Crowne Plaza at Playhouse Square

th

Please join us for these wonderful events as we welcome the newest
Christ Child members and honor those who are marking membership anniversaries.
PLEASE NOTE: Free valet parking is available at the Crowne Plaza. However, there will be NO SHUTTLE
SERVICE between the Crowne Plaza and the Cathedral. Parking by the Cathedral is not included. Please
consider carpools to reduce individual costs.
No separate invitation will be mailed.

LEGACY LUNCHEON RESERVATION FORM

Reservation Deadline: Wednesday, March 7th
Payment must accompany reservation form

Seating Requests (Tables of 8)

________ I have no seating preference ________ I prefer the vegetarian option
Checks made payable to the Christ Child Society

Attn: Legacy Luncheon

Christ Child Society of Cleveland

U.S. Postage
PAID
Cleveland, Ohio

7901 Detroit Avenue
Suite 300
Cleveland, Ohio 44102

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

DATED MATERIAL: Please deliver by January 17th

Provisional Christmas Party

song, a visit with Santa, and a lot of love. Each child received
gender appropriate. The spirit of the Christ Child Society was
everywhere in the building and we’re not sure who enjoyed
the party more – the children, the teachers and staff, or the
member of this Provisional Class.

Articles for the newsletter

Please contact Kate Johns if you have any special needs or volunteer requests for the newsletter.
th
.
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